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her son’s birthday was coming up and she
needed a flag flown over the Capitol, and she
needed it by June 17 to present to him for his
birthday. To me it really showed the love she
had for her family, as well as other people.—
Gwen Schwartz

I think that she was a deep down good
woman who love politics and loved to be in-
volved. She will definitely be missed in CO
and here in DC.—Eric Price

Susan was a terrific Chief in that she pos-
sessed the management skills necessary for
the position but legislatively, she was as
green as the rest of us. Bob’s first staff, his
freshman staff, had two people with prior
legislative experience and the rest of his
were fresh from Colorado. We knew tons
about the way Colorado’s government
worked, but were unfamiliar with the whole
process of introducing legislation, Whip
meetings, who to call if we needed a picture
hung—all the little things that make an of-
fice hum. The flow of information was al-
ways two ways and we never felt as if Susan
was above us, rather she was with us, learn-
ing together.

Under her guidance, our service to Colo-
radans was crafted to be responsive and dili-
gent. Always steady in her convictions,
Susan approached the challenges of man-
aging the boss, and his staff, with a common
sense approach. Never acting on her own self
interests, she skillfully advocated the staff
and their needs but maintained here author-
ity with a ‘‘buck stops here’’ mentality. She
was the best Chief a staffer could ask for.
Having worked for her, I am a better per-
son.—Marcus Dunn

I admired her very much—she was a great
mentor to me!—Marge Klein

[From the Rocky Mountain News, June 26,
2001]

GOP ACTIVIST SUSAN WADHAMS DIES AT AGE

55

CAMPAIGNER KNOWN FOR ASTUTE JUDGMENT

AND LOVE OF POLITICS

(By Lynn Bartels and Michele Ames)

Susan Wadhams, who campaigned on the
ground for Republican candidates while her
state patrolman father flew three Colorado
governors around the state, was known as a
strong-willed woman who stood by her con-
victions.

Wadhams, the former chief of staff for U.S.
Rep. Bob Schaffer and the spokeswoman for
the Colorado Department of Natural Re-
sources, died of cancer Monday.

She was 55.
‘‘She is going to leave a terrible hole in the

political fabric of Colorado,’’ said Walt
Kleim, a former campaign manger who hired
Wadhams.

Several friends say they knew of only one
other person whose interest in politics ri-
valed hers: her husband, Dick Wadhams,
spokesman for Gov. Bill Owens.

‘‘They were perfect for each other,’’ said
Roy Palmer, Owens’ chief of staff. ‘‘We’ve
lost a great woman.’’

Funeral services are pending.
Susan Marie McBreen was born May 4, 1946,

in Birmingham, Ala., to Lucille and Donald
McBreen, while her father was a military
pilot.

After his stint in the service, Donald
McBreen returned to Colorado and Elbert
County and joined the Colorado State Pa-
trol.

Donald McBreen flew three governors:
John Love, John Vanderhoof and Dick
Lamm.

Susan McBreen got her political start help-
ing former U.S. Sen. Bill Armstrong in his
first congressional run in 1972.

‘‘She was a very astute judge of people and
of issues,’’ Armstrong said.

Susan and Dick Wadhams met in 1980 while
working on former Colorado Republican
Party chairman Bo Callaway’s U.S. Senate
race.

Klein begged Susan to leave her bank job
and work for him.

‘‘As it turned out it’s one of those things
you do that makes you look really smart
afterward,’’ said Klein, who runs a Denver
marketing and advertising firm.

Susan McBreen married Dick Wadhams
April 17, 1982, in Denver.

She worked as government affairs director
at StorageTek in Broomfield from 1987 to
1996 before going to Washington to manage
Rep. Bob Schaffer’s five congressional of-
fices.

She came home to Colorado in 1999. The
next year, Greg Walcher, director of the De-
partment of Natural Resources, hired her as
communications director.

She is survived by her husband; her father;
her brother; Craig, an officer with the Au-
rora Fire Department; two children; Khristie
Barker, 33, and Gregory Farrell, 31; and two
grandsons.

[From the Denver Post, June 26, 2001]

STATE FIGURE SUSAN WADHAMS DIES

DNR SPOKESWOMAN LOSES CANCER FIGHT

(By Fred Brown and Theo Stein)

Susan Wadhams, chief spokeswoman for
the Colorado Department of Natural Re-

sources, died Monday evening after a long
struggle with cancer. She was 55.

Wadhams, the wife of Gov. Bill Owens’
press secretary Dick Wadhams, had worked
for the state since January 1999.

‘‘Susan was a close personal friend,’’ Owens
said. ‘‘Colorado has lost a very special per-
son.’’

As the main public information officer for
the Department of Natural Resources,
Wadhams had to stay current on some of the
state’s stickiest land management debates.

In the past year, she wrote press releases
abut the state’s support for the Animas-La
Plata dam project, a challenge to federal
population data on black-tailed prairie dogs
and a controversial predator control study.

Susan Wadhams also served as head of the
interdepartmental information team, which
is responsible for coordinating information
on oil and gas exploration, the state land
board, forestry and parks.

She also was a member of the Judicial
Nominating Commission for the Jefferson
County district.

‘‘She was a good person, a hard worker,
and she had a pretty good understanding of
how wildlife worked in the metro area,’’ said
Dale Lashnitz, the chief of public affairs at
the Division of Wildlife, an agency within
Natural Resources Department. ‘‘She had a
good understanding of how natural resources
worked overall.’’

Before joining the department, Wadhams
had worked for three years in Washington,
D.C., as chief of staff for U.S. Rep. Bob
Schaffer, R-Colo.

From 1988 to 1997, she was director of gov-
ernment affairs for Storage Technology
Corp. of Louisville and had served as the fi-
nance director for the Colorado Republican
Party for three years before that.

Born May 4, 1946, in Birmingham, Ala.,
Wadhams moved to Colorado with her family
at a young age, as her father was ending his
World War II military service.

She married Dick Wadhams on April 17,
1982, in Denver.

In addition to her husband, she is also sur-
vived by their two children, Khristie Barker
of Omaha and Gregory Farrell of Parker; and
two grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Susan Wadhams was a wor-
thy Christian, a good wife, devoted mother,
and a proud grandmother. She was a great
American.

In conclusion, I beg the attention of the
House, that we may lift Susan up in prayer,
and petition the Almighty for the Heavenly
repose of her soul. May her soul and all the
souls of the faithfully departed, through the
Mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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